VII
LINCOLN
THE history of the North had virtually become,
by April, 1861, the history of Lincoln himself., and
during the remaining four years of the President's
life it is difficult to separate his personality from
the trend of national history. Any attempt to
understand the achievements and the omissions of
the Northern people without undertaking an intel-
ligent estimate of their leader would bo only to
duplicate the story of Hamlet with Hamlet left out.
According to the opinion of English, military ex-
perts,1 "Against the great military genius of cer-
tain Southern leaders fate opposed the unbroken
resolution and passionate; devotion to the Union,
which he worshiped, of the great Northern Presi-
dent. As long as he lived and ruled the people of
the North, there could be no turning back."
1 Wood and Edmonds, The Civil War in the United States.
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